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28th National Japan Bowl Overview

On May 29, 2020, the Japan-America Society of Washington DC (JASWDC) held the 28th National
Japan Bowl®. JASWDC transitioned this year's competition to an online event titled the Digital
Japan Bowl due to the ongoing global pandemic. The Digital Japan Bowl welcomed 170
students from 53 teams and 14 states and territories. Although the underlying circumstances
forced a small number of schools to drop out of this year's competition, the novel format also
enabled some schools to join that would have otherwise been unable. The online format also
allowed the National Japan Bowl to reach an audience at least twenty times larger than usual.

This year's participants were welcomed to the National Japan Bowl with ganbatte (good luck)
messages from JASWDC friends such as Ambassador Shinsuke J. Sugiyama, Ambassador John
Roos, Deputy Assistant Secretary of State Mark Knapper, U.S. Astronaut Daniel Tani, Peter Kelley
(National Association of Japan-America Societies), and others. The ganbatte messages are
publicly available on JASWDC's Japan Bowl website and YouTube channel.

National Japan Bowl participants competed at three different levels in two preliminary rounds,
during which students were challenged by questions covering not just the Japanese language
but also a wide range of questions on Japanese history, culture, daily life, and popular culture, to
name a few. The top three teams at each level advanced to the National Championship Round
for a competition that was broadcast live on YouTube. The National Championship Round
crowned this year’s National Japan Bowl winners: Thomas Jefferson High School, VA (Level 4),
Stuyvesant High School, NY (Level 3), Townsend Harris High School, NY(Level 2).

During breaks in the competition, the National Japan Bowl provided students a variety of cultural
workshops on calligraphy, origami, chopstick skills, tea ceremony, onigiri (Japanese rice ball)-
making, and conversation practice. Students also participated in Japanese pop culture quizzes,
and info sessions on Japan study abroad opportunities with the JET program.

For the first time in the 28-year history of the Japan Bowl, the final rounds and award ceremony

audience of over 6,000 viewers in the United States, Japan, and elsewhere. This public event
featured not only the live National Japan Bowl championship rounds, but also messages from
Princess Takamado (who serves as the Honorary Patron of the Japan Bowl), Vice President
Mondale, Chargé d'affaires Joe Young, Ambassador Shinsuke J. Sugiyama, and international
celebrity George Takei, who joined the Zoom meeting “in person” to congratulate the winners.

Pending safe travel conditions, JASWDC will partner with the Japan Ministry of Foreign Affairs’
Kakehashi program to bring a Japan Bowl delegation (inviting this year's champions and other
top competitors from Level 4) for a week-long experience in Japan.

The Japan Bowl® name and logo are registered trademarks of the Japan-America Society
of Washington, Inc. and may be used only with the Society’s permission.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aAfgB7fV62M&t=2s

PARTICIPATING SCHOOLS
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Bellaire High School, TX

Center for Global Studies at Brien McMahon High School, CT
Cupertino High School, CA
Eastern High School, KY
Eastview High School, MN
Falls Church High School, VA

Hayfield Secondary School, VA

Kamiak High School, WA

Level 111
Lake Braddock secondary SChOOI' VA National Championship Maru Batsu Round

Langley High School, VA : :
Level Il Championship Round

Liberal Arts and Science Academy High School, TX

Lynbrook High School, CA

Madison Country Day School, WI

Marysville Early College High School, OH
STATES

Montgomery Blair High School, MD

Ocean Lakes High School, VA California
Paint Branch High School, MD Connecticut
Shakopee High School, MN Guam
South Lakes High School, VA Illinois
Southwest High School, MN KentUCky

Maryland
St. John’s School, GU .

Minnesota
Stevenson School, CA

New York
Stuyvesant High School, NY Ohio
The Woodlands High School, TX Oregon
Thomas Jefferson High School for Science and Technology, VA Texas

Townsend Harris High School, NY Virginia
Washington

Wisconsin

University of lllinois Laboratory High School, IL
Westview High School, OR

Woodlands College Park High School, TX



29 SCHOOLS, 53 TEAMS, 170 STUDENTS
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CHAMPIONS AT THE 2020 NATIONAL JAPAN BOWL

LEVEL 2
1st Place: Townsend Harris High School, NY
2nd Place: Cupertino High School, CA
3rd Place: Stuyvesant High School, NY
4th Place: Thomas Jefferson High School, VA
5th Place: Lake Braddock High School, VA

LEVEL 3

1st Place: Stuyvesant High School, NY
2nd Place: Cupertino High School, CA
3rd Place: Thomas Jefferson High School, VA
4th Place: Townsend Harris High School, NY
5th Place: Lynbrook High School, CA

LEVEL 4
1st Place: Thomas Jefferson High School, VA
2nd Place: Cupertino High School, CA
3rd Place: Stuyvesant High School, NY
4th Place: Lynbrook High School, CA
5th Place: Montgomery Blair High School, MD
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Ipponjime to close the 28th National Japan Bowl!




JASWDC honors this year’s teachers for
their support of the Japan Bowl and their
dedication to developing the “next
generation” in the US-Japan relationship.

Adam Podell, South Lakes High School
Adrian Mclntosh, The Woodlands High School
Andrew Scronce, Langley High School
Chie Helinski, Stuyvesant High School
Danielle Krug, Marysville Early College High School
Elena Kamenetzky, Eastern High School
Elizabeth Hojo, The Woodlands College Park High School
Fumiko Harada, St. John's School
Hiroko Karch, Liberal Arts and Science Academy High School
Jeremy Kitchen, Lynbrook High School
Keiko Sigmund, Center for Global Studies at Brien McMahon High School
Koji Otani, Thomas Jefferson High School for Science and Technology
Kyoko Vaughan, Hayfield Secondary School
Mariko S Berger, Townsend Harris High School
Mikiko Korn, Paint Branch High School
Shigemi Oikawa, Ocean Lakes High School
Shinobu Nagashima, Stevenson High School
Stefanie Fan, Cupertino High School
Yoko Zoll, Montgomery Blair High School
Yuki Melvin, Lake Braddock Secondary School
Yumi Lawless, Falls Church High School
Tsubasa Sato, Eastview High School
Yoshitaka Inoue, Kamiak High School
Patricia Breun, Madison Country Day School
Naomi Satoh, Shakopee High School
Kyoko French, Southwest High School
Brian Bangerter, Westview High School
Mari Porter, University Lab High School
Satoko Shou, Bellaire High School




JAPAN BOWL GRANTORS & SPONSORS

The National Japan Bowl is made possible by generous grants from the Embassy of Japan, US-
Japan Foundation and the JCAW Foundation, in addition to support from the below sponsors:

SILVER SPONSOR

MITSUI & CO.

COMMUNITY SPONSORS

ANA

ITOCHU International, Inc.

Japan Automobile Manufacturers Association

Mitsubishi Corporation (Americas)

* 9 %8

United States-Japan Foundation FOUNDATION, INC.

JCEAW,

BRONZE SPONSORS

Dai-Ichi Life Group
Hitachi, Ltd.
MUFG Bank, Ltd.
NEC Corporation of America
NTT
Sumitomo Corporation of Americas

Toyota Motor North America, Inc.

UNIVERSITY SPONSORS

Laurasian Institution
Meiji University
Okayama University
Temple University, Japan Campus
University of Tokyo

University of Tsukuba

SPECIAL BANDAI NAMCO Entertainment America Kokoro Care Packages

THANKS TO  KemadaAmerica

The Pokemon Company

Monumental Sports & Entertainment

JASWDC would also like to recognize the generous and sustained support
of the Japan Bowl by the Hiroko Iwami Malott Memorial Fund.




JASWDC would also like to thank all the wonderful guests at the 2020 National Japan
Bowl, who came to share their knowledge of Japan with all of this year's participants.

THIS YEAR'S SPECIAL GUESTS INCLUDED:

Ms. Satomi China
Calligraphy Workshop

Satomi Shoko China is the head of the Japan
Calligraphy Washington DC West branch.
Previously, she studied under Suichiku Emura, a
designated national heritage calligraphy artist. In
1989 she received her pen name “Shoko (brilliant
light)” from Harada Kanpou, the founder of Nihon
Shuji. She began practicing her art in the Kanpou
hall in NYC from 1996, and proposed an “opera
calligraphy performance” through art therapy and
music therapy. In addition to the Soho Puffin
Gallery and NY Orensanz Museum, she guest
appeared in numerous art shows in Japan and the
US and received favourable reviews. She is
currently concentrating her efforts on raising the
next generation of artists and promulgating
artistic cultural technique.

Jennifer Swanson
Tea Ceremony Workshop

Jennifer Swanson grew up in CA and got her BA at UC San Diego. She lived in Japan in
the 90s for 6 years on the JET program and working for Japanese companies. She has
been practicing Omotesenke Tea Ceremony in the DC area for about 8 years. She is now
a private tutor of Japanese and English and teaches part time at Japan America Society,
Arlington Community Learning and other schools.

Table for Two USA

Edamame Champ Workshop and Onigiri Action Workshop

TABLE FOR TWO USA (TFT) is a 501(C)(3) organization addressing the global food
imbalance through a unique meal-sharing program. TFT partners with corporations,
restaurants, schools and other food establishments to serve healthy TFT- branded
meals. For each one of these healthy meals served, $0.25 is donated to provide one
school meal for a child in need.

Table for Two is a regular partner of the JASWDC Cooking School.
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2020 NATIONAL JAPAN BOWL STUDENT SURVEY

If this is the first time you participated in the NJB, how did the overall
experience compare to your expectations?

Answered: 28  Skipped: 24

It was better
than I...

It was about
what I...

It was not as
good as I...

0% 0% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 20% 100%

For everyone who competed at Level 2 or Level 3 -- Would you like to come
back to the National Japan Bowl next year?

Answered: 34 Skipped: 18

Yes,
absolutely!
Maybe, it
depends.

No, not really.
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ADDITIONAL COMMENTS

e Truly we're going through a tough time, and so I'd like to say thank you for allowing us to
still go through the experience of this event. Although it couldn't match the in-person
Japan Bowl, | still believe my team had a fun time.

e After a year of studying, I'm glad that we were able to compete digitally. The event went
smoothly and was well-organized-- I'm looking forward to competing again next year!

o After 4 years, | just want to say thank you for making my experience wonderful. In college,
| will be majoring in Japanese and | plan on becoming a teacher and maybe | will come
and help out at Japan Bowl in the future. &ZHICH DO HE S TIVWE LT,



THE JAPAN-AMERICA SOCIETY
OF WASHINGTON DC

Honorary Patron the National Japan Bowl
Her Imperial Highness Princess Takamado

Honorary Patron
His Excellency Shinsuke J. Sugiyama, Japanese Ambassador to the US

Honorary Chairman
The Honorable Norman Y. Mineta, Mineta & Associates, LLC
The Honorable John V. Roos, Geodesic Capital

Chairman Emeritus
William T. Breer
Ambassador Rust M. Deming, Johns Hopkins University, SAIS
Matthew P. Goodman, CSIS

Officers
Ambassador James P. Zumwalt, Chairman
Go Eguchi, Mitsubishi Corporation (Americas), Vice Chair
Emma Chanlett-Avery, Congressional Research Service, Vice Chair
Shinsuke Takahashi, NEC Corporation of America, Secretary
Yoichi Mineo, Marubeni America Corporation, At Large
Peter Bass, Ember.ai, Treasurer

Advisors
Takehiro Shimada, Embassy of Japan
Jim Heller, United States Department of State

Legal Advisor
David Levine, Groom Law Group



THE JAPAN-AMERICA SOCIETY
OF WASHINGTON DC

Trustees
Jun Aketa, Mitsui & Co (U.S.A), Inc.
Robin Berrington
Wendy Cutler, Asia Society Policy Institute
Abigail Friedman, The Wisteria Group
Lt. Gen. Wallace Gregson, Avascent Global Advisors
Maki Hishikawa, Aflac International
Keiko Honda, SIPA
Tetsuo Iguchi, Toshiba America, Inc.
Christopher Johnstone, United States Department of Defense
Ambassador Mark Lippert, Boeing International
Kenichirou Mizoguchi, Hitachi, Ltd.
Eileen Pennington, The Asia Foundation
Louisa Rubinfien, University of Maryland
Ryan Shaffer, JASWDC President (Ex Officio)
Mireya Solis, Brookings Institution
Hiroyuki Takai, Sumitomo Corporation of Americas
Ambassador Kurt Tong, The Asia Group
Rick Weir, Northrup Grumman Corporation

Counselors
Lyle Blanchard, Greenstein DelLorme & Luchs, P.C.
Dr. Kent E. Calder, Johns Hopkins University, SAIS
Glen Fukushima, Center for American Progress

Ambassador Thomas C. Hubbard, MclLarty Associates
Katsuhiko Ichikawa, Central Japan Railway Company
Ambassador John R. Malott
Yoshie Ogawa
Pamela Passman, CSIS
Andrew M. Saidel, Dynamic Strategies Asia LLC
Dr. Sheila A. Smith, Council on Foreign Relations



THE JAPAN-AMERICA SOCIETY
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Japan Bowl Council
Aoi Takai
Margaret Breer
Jessica Kling
Yoko Lawless
Sang-mi Mchale
Yoshiko Mori
Noriko Otsuka
Louisa Rubinfien
Sufumi So
Takae Tsujioka

Japan Bowl Staff
Nancy Marsden, Japan Bow!
Director
Margaret Geanacopoulos,
Japan Bowl Assistant
Olivia Kent, Japan Bowl
Promotion & Public Relations
Marino Uezu, Intern
Ryan Distaso, Intern
Elece Smith, Intern
Spencer Rauner, Intern
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Announcement of finalists for the Digital Japan Bowl!



SRIvNY c FBIII® KEICDOWT

REKRETIE. FEELRNILOBAXRBEZEENRDLEZL. TAAZHZZ LS
ZethETVWE T (ERRRESE20165F)

TRZIF. ERBEMTHRBZFATLWSIERED. BXRFBENDODAES5THAE
DX - BIE - BFE - 7 - [{FE - BRBRQE. BAWAFICOVWTHRVLED
T4 XRIINEHDERKEZTI,

SMNEIIAERBEZEERICL > TIDDOLARIIZOD N, SAVHTASICEEAF
o FIETIISORMNHETN. GstETELARNILD EAZF — LDEKERRE
BICEAE T, FTEINSEBREEE T, MBOALST . [DHEEN. AE—
. F—LOHIGENEFENERINE T, XLEBEXUZEOHIT. SEITFR
AEHNS THXE] ICDOWTEETIZ M LTHIFEMNTY,

PAYAT, BRZFZINEZBL L TEIEREZZETIHEEERO—IRE LT

BERELTED. BHEBFEZELA. BENOELZEICEH. RFICEWV

TOHHFBFEZRGL THSSEHBENEINTVET, BREIOEDIRER
ERE. REROEITBLBIAMBRICOBHZ ZCHHTINTLET,

BERSSMEDISWIULN., KETHRAEB AR EMELI-VLWEEX
TWET, FEFEHULLPAEROEECHEETEISI/-L. 80%HHEED R
ATBARETETEHSVWEEZTVWETD,

FEICE ST, SvNOEVILIBELWERE
IITREL. FrLOITHRETHHNET,



DIGITAL
JAPAN B@®WL,

% @| [HE JAPAN-AMERICA SOCIETY
H OF WASHINGTON DC

JASWDC STAFF

Ryan Shaffer, President
Yuko Hishitani Smith, Director of Programming & Japanese Language School
Nancy Marsden, Director of Japan Bowl & Japanese Public Relations
Olivia Kent, Associate Director of Communications

Margaret Geanacopoulos, Administrative & Program Assistant

WWW.JASWDC.ORG
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